
 

 

Pam Cornelius 
Pam graduated in 1986 from Eastern Kentucky University with a Bachelor of Science in 
Education, and then earned her master’s degree from Morehead State University.  Pam spent 
25 years teaching K-4 in the Perry and Lee County School Districts.  While in Lee County, she 
trained to be a Reading Recovery Teacher.  She was the Youth Service Center Director at Lee 
County Middle High School where she gained experience in grant writing, planning and 
implementing educational programs and involving youth in activities/councils that directly 
affected both school and community.  Pam’s experience also includes being a United Way Born 
Learning Facilitator and Chair of the four-county Community Early Childhood Council in her 
area. 
  
Pam is a stalwart champion of early childhood education.  Being from eastern Kentucky, she 
especially believes that children, regardless of background or area in which they live, deserve 
the same educational opportunities so that every child may grow to reach their full potential and 
meet the challenges of tomorrow’s workforce. She also believes strongly in parental 
involvement.  She said, “Parents of young children need to develop a deeper understanding of 
how important the early years are to a child’s success in school.” 
  
Family time is important to Pam and she loves spending time with her husband and two children 
who are both in college. She enjoys a large extended family as well. In her spare time, she 
enjoys walking, reading and going shopping with friends. Pam is also active in her church where 
she volunteers her time as a Sunday School teacher and is a member of the Willing Workers 
women’s group. 
  
  

Kathy Read 
Kathy earned her Bachelor of Arts in Education from Western Kentucky University and her 
Master’s Degree in Early Childhood Education from the University of Alabama in Huntsville. 
Since 1978, she has taught kindergarten - fourth in Warren County and Alabama and has 
consulted with Russellville Independent Schools. Kathy currently serves as a WKU Teacher 
Candidate Supervisor and as a Preschool Pal for the Race to the Top KidFriendly grant.  
  
Kathy knew from an early age that she wanted to be a kindergarten teacher.  She said, "Every 
child in Kentucky deserves to begin school ready and eager to learn and excellent early 
childhood education ensures they get the best chance for success when they reach 
kindergarten."  She believes early instruction "instills a sense of accomplishment in our 
youngsters that encourages them to become lifelong learners and productive citizens." 
  
An avid UK fan, Kathy doesn't miss a football or basketball game with her family and they are 
very active in their church. She loves to cook, knit, read and travel with her husband, three 
daughters and five grandchildren.  
 
 

Jamie Spugnardi 
Jamie graduated from Western Kentucky University with a Bachelor of Arts in Education and 
then earned her Master’s in Elementary Education from WKU, as well. She was an elementary 
teacher in Warren County Public Schools for 13 years when she became director of the Region 
Two Service Center with the Kentucky Department of Education. Jamie also served as 
Associate Commissioner of the Office of Teaching and Learning with the department, then 



 

 

began a career with the Green River Regional Educational Cooperative as a consultant and 
currently serves as outreach director for the KidFriendly initiative.  
 
Jamie believes teaching children the importance of independence is vital to their success in the 
classroom and beyond. "When children begin as agents of their own learning they are set for life 
as thinkers, collaborators and high achievers."  Encouraging imagination in young children "in a 
literary rich environment where wonder and curiosity are the norm instead of the exception" is 
also Jamie's passion.  
 
Reading, knitting and spending time with her family are Jamie's favorite hobbies. She said that 
being with her "four precious grandchildren add value to my every thought." 
 
 

Molly Sullivan  
Molly holds a Bachelor of Arts in Elementary Education and a Master’s in Gifted Education from 
Marshall University. She earned her Rank I in Administration from Morehead State University 
and Doctorate in Curriculum and Administration from the University of Kentucky. Molly taught 
Head Start through grade 8 before stepping into administrative roles as director of UK's Gifted 
Student Office and as supervisor of instruction, director of curriculum, and assistant 
superintendent for student achievement for Shelby County Public Schools. She was a faculty 
member at the University of Louisville in the Educational Leadership and currently works as a 
leadership mentor with the KidFriendly grant for OVEC as well as for the Kentucky Super Star 
Leadership Academy. 
  
Molly believes Kentucky's educational achievement gap can best be addressed "with high 
quality experiences for every child from people who care about them, understand their needs 
and have sufficient resources to meet those needs."  She thinks our economy "requires the 
collective contribution of a skilled workforce and everyone has an important role in making that 
happen." 
  
In her spare time, Molly likes to travel, read, garden, attend theatre and follow the football Cats. 
She spends way too much time on Pinterest convincing herself she, too, can do craft projects.   
 
 

Sara York 
Sara earned her Bachelor of Science in Social Work from Morehead State University and 
immediately went to work in the Jefferson County Public School system where she spent 34 
years. For 32 years, Sara worked in the Teenage Parent Program (TAPP), beginning as a social 
worker and ending as its principal. TAPP is a highly acclaimed and award winning school that 
educates and nurtures pregnant and parenting teen girls with academics, a medical clinic, social 
services and childcare centers for children of the TAPP students. TAPP served over 350 
children from ages 10-days to three years and was a part of the STARS rating system. 
 
Under Sara's leadership, TAPP was featured on ABC Primetime and on MTVs Baby High in a 
documentary on the realities of teen pregnancy and how attending TAPP changed student's 
lives. In 2006, the National Organization of Adolescent Pregnant and Parent Program selected 
TAPP as Most Outstanding Teenage Parent Program in the nation. Sara was voted Most 
Admired Educator by Today's Woman magazine 2014 and served as president of the Jefferson 
County Administrators Association from 2009-2010 
 



 

 

Sara firmly champions "quality care services for all children at the youngest age possible to 
prepare them for school and I would also hope that child care workers would be valued for the 
critical work that they do."  With so many Kentucky families facing economic hardship, "it's more 
important than ever to educate our children to strive for academic excellence so they will flourish 
in the workplace." 
 
Sara adores her two children, husband and son in law and their two dogs. She is a diehard LA 
Lakers and UL fan and loves the beach, reading, decorating, shopping and Christmas.  


